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IJ IsT1xcT10N of Superiority ſeems not ſo much - 
. neceſſary by the Rules of Society, as from the 
different Capacities of Mankind: For what Num- 
| ber of Men, ſuppoſed to be naturally free, and 
ſeverally independent one of another, that ſhould conſent to 
unite themſelves in Society for their common Defence and 
Protection, would be ſo fond of this Equality, as to com- 
mit the. Direction of their publick Affairs to every ſingle 
one or more, indifferently by Turns, without Regard to 
their Qualifications for ſuch Truſt > Would not the firſt preſ- 
ſing Occaſion to exert themſelves againſt a Foreign Enemy 
| "+ diſcover 


4 The Dignity of the 

diſcover the Abſurdity of this Parity; and that Gratitude; 
© that is naturally inherent in every Man, whilſt unbyaſs'd by 

private-Views, excite the People to reward the ſhining Me- 


— n 
= 


rit of thoſe who had moſt eminently diſtinguiſh d themſelves 
for the common Intereſt to the utmolt of their Power; and 
the great Eſteem they would conceive of the high Endow- 
ments of ſuch Heroes, prevail on them to intruſt Men of 
ſuch tranſcendent Worth with the ſupreme Direction and 
Management of their Affairs; while thoſe of inferior and 
ordinary Capacities ( who make up rhe Bulk of every Na- 
tion) would be ſatisfied with their own low Condition, 
and think themſelves happy effough to enjoy their Liber- 
ties under ſuch Protection? And as Pepple directed by 
their Affections are generally extravagant in their Reſent- 
ments of Favours, as well as of Injuries, they may often 
think their Benefactors not ſufficiently rewarded, unleſs 
they perpetuate theſe Dignities and high Truſts likewiſe to 
their Poſterity. This may not. unreaſonably be ſuppoſed 
; to have been the original Condition of ſome Governments ; 
j ſeeing many free States of Itah, ſince the Break of the Ro- 
| nan Empire, have ſo behaved-themſelves on ſuch Occaſions. 
And as the Management of the Publiek Affairs of every 
Society, however inconſiderable, requires a conſiderable 
Number of Perſons befides the Supreme Magiſtrate, we 
find in every State, ancient or modern, ' whether its Con- 
ſtitution be Monarchical, or popular, a certain Number of 
Perſons, eminently dignified, and diſtinguiſhed from their 
Fellow Subjects, who in Subordination to the ſovereign 
Power have exerced a Kind of Authority over a certain 
Number of the Subjects. Theſe, according to the modern 
Appellation, are diſtinguiſhed under the Denominati- 
on of Nobility, and are in moſt States hereditary : 


But the Manner of acquiring this elevated Dignity differs, | 
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are ſuppoſed. to be founded upon the patria rer where 
82 400 will have it) the Prince has a natural Right to 
the Dominion of his Subjects, the Nobility are generally 
the Chiefs amongſt the feveral Tribes, whoſe Dignity de- 
Rats not on the Favour of the Prince, but ( like his own 
ight to the Sovereignty ) is derived by lineal Succeſſion 
fo the firſt Father and Founder of the Family. The No- 
bles of Hfrael appear to have been of this Kind, tho their 
Monarchy was plainly a Theucracy.: As we ſee Maſes,, the 
ſeveral Judges, Saul and David took on them the Govern- 
ment by the eſpecial Direction of Heaven ſufficiently veri- 
fied; and the Rig t of the Poſterity of David to the Sove- 
4 Ws was founded. on — Vet the Nohles, or El- 
ders, as th yi are often called, ſeem to have been hereditary 
and not to have derived their Dignity from the Favour 
the Prince ; but were much reſpected both by the Sove 
and People, and often admitted to a Share of the — 2 
ture. When Moſes eaſed himſelf of the great Weight of 
the Government, it was: devolved. upon fit 42h taken from 
amongſt the Elders ; and in Abſence of the Regal Power, 
we 1 Ezra acted in Concert with them. 
IN the Eaſtern Monarchies, however abſolute they ap- 
pear to have been, yet the ſeven Princes of Media and Per- 
ſeem to have been veſted with great Powers, and to 
ave made up a Part of the Legiſlature; for the wiſe Men, 
the King's Council, only adviſed, but Laws were concerted by 


the Conſent of the King and Princes, and thereafter recorded 


among the Laws of the 1 and-Perſrans, whereby, 8 accord- 
ing to their Conſtitution, they became irreverſible by the So- 
vereign. In Sparta the Power — the Nobility was yet greater 


for tho the Monarchy was hereditary, yet its Pow er extend 
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mies, and was accountable to the Ephori for its Conduct- 
Even in popular States we find the Power of the Nobility 
to have been very great. But where there is no Monarchy 
to protect the Nobility and People from their mutual En- 
croachments upon one another, it never fails to have bad 
Effects: As we ſee in Florence, which State, before it fell 
into the Hands of the Medici, was intirely popular. How of- 
ten was its Tranquillity diſturbed by the Jealouſies the No- 
bility and People conceived of one another? And how ma- 
ny deſtructive Revolutions did it occaſion? Likewiſe in 
Rome, which, after the Expulſion of the Tarquins, ſeems to 
have been an Ariſtocracy, yet the People being imployed in 
the Wars grew ſenſible of their own Power, and tho th 
were (to pleaſe them) by their Tribunes admitted to a ſhare 
of the Government repreſentatively, yet their Jealouſies of 
the Nobility {till increaſed, and were at laſt the Occafion of 
the intire Loſs of the Privileges of the one,as well as the Liber- 
ty of the other. "Tis obſervable in the Eaſtern Empire, that af- 
ter Cyrus overturned the Civil Conſtitution, and eſtabliſh'd a 
Tyranny ſupported by a military Power, he deſtroyed the 
Nobility who had been in a Manner Guardians of the Peo- 
ple's Liberties, and ſerved as Checks upon the Regal Power, 
and in their Place appointed Lieutenants of Provinces, 
and Governors of Towns and Caſtles, ſeverally indepen- 
dent one of another, whom he continued or removed as 
he pleasd. The ſame may be obſerved in all Tyrannies 
where the People have not. the leaſt Shadow ' of Liberty, 
but every Thing is managed at the Diſcretion of a Prince 
governing by a military Power, as in Turky, Perſia, Mogul, 
Fez, Oc. in al which Empires there are no hereditary Dig- 
nities, nor any Subject veſted with any Power longer than 
the Sovereign inclines to truſt him. Whence it may be ob- 
ſerved, that as hereditary Dignities can only ſubſiſt in beg | 
FIT | N te, 
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State, the Deſign of ſuch elevated Stations has been original - 
Iy to check the Extravagance of Regal Power, in caſe of a 
weak or wicked Adminiſtration. And on the other Hand, 
ſhould the People be ſo far blind to their Duty, as to allow 
their Nobles to abuſe their high Truſt, they as certainly meet 
with the ſame Hardſhips and the ſame Loſs. of Liberty under 
an Ariſtocracy; as may be noticed at this Day in Poland 
and Venice, where the Power of the Nobility is ſo exorbitant, 
and the People ſo much oppreſſed, that by Habit ſo long de- 
prived of Means and Capacity to recover their Liberty, they 
ſeem to be quite diſpirited, and to have loſt the Senſe of it: 
Tho in Venice the Nobles are ſtill ſo jealous of the Subjects, 
that they dare not truſt them with Arms on any Account, but 
manage their Wars by foreign Mercenaries. Whence this 
Opinion of a very ſagacious States- man ſeems well founded, 


That a mixt Government is the beſt, becauſe the ſeveral: 


Parts of ſuch a Conſtitution, ſerving as Checks upon one 
another, it becomes thereby leſs liable to Corruption, and 
the People's Priyileges more ſecure from the Encroachments 
of their Superiors. Monarchy, from the Conduct of ſeveral 
States, ſeems the moſt neceſſary Part. Tho Rome hated the 
Name, yet it appears to have been highly ſenſible of this 
Defect from the Creation of their Dictators, who were veſt- 
ed witk Powers ſuperiour to any King, where the Govern- 
ment is not altogether military. And it might be made ap- 
pear demonſtratively, that the want of a ſingle Perſon veſt- 
ed with ſovereign Authority, whoſe Right to exerce ſuch a 
Power ſhould be unqueſtionable, occaſioned the Ruin of that 
State, and made Way for the Ambition of its Generals, to 
aſſume a Power by Force, which they could never propoſe: 
to obtain by Conſent, and inſtead of a civil to eſtabliſha.mi-- 
litary Government. 8 en e 1 5 


— Tus 


FTuus, from what has been obſerved, PEENAGE ap- 
pears to have been the earlieſt and moſt uſefull Part of civil 
Government. I ſhall now therefore take a ſhort View of the 
Scots Conſtitution, its Peerage and preſent Peers, the Diffe- 
rence betwixt the ancient and modern Ways of attaining that 
Dignity; whereby the Merit of thoſe few Families who arri- 
ved at that clevated Pitch of Honour, before it was abuſed, 
while the only Acceſs to it was by the rugged and difficult 
Paths of Vertue, will appear in' the clearer Light, compared 
with thoſe who may have attained it by other Means. 
Tre Scots Nation muſt be allowed to be, at this Day, the 
moſt inconſiderable State in Europe; but in regard it hath 
preſerved its Freedom and Independency ſo much longer than 
any other, it is in that Reſpect not unjuſtly to be preferred. 
The Peerage or Nobility were theearlieſt Part of its Conſtitu- 
tion; for, if we may credit their ancient Hiſtory, this Colo- 
ny of Scots inhabiting Britain, lived for many Ages in Albion 
without other Form of Government than the ſeveral Clans, 
or increaſed Families, under the Dominion of their own ref: 
pective Chiefs. And after Fergus the Son of Ferqubard was 
veſted with ſovereign Authority and abſolute Dominion 
over the whole Nation: Yet this Power of the Chiefs was 
inſeparable from them, as being neither acquire@from, nor, 
in any Reſpect, depending upon the Favour of the Prince; 
but, as before obſer ved, deſcended to the Ttneal' Heir by 
Right of Succeſſion from the firſt Father of the Family,” who 
being all originally deſcended from the fame Perſon, are Vaſ- 
fals not of Force or Conſtraint, but of-Choice and Affection. 
Theſe were the ancient Nobility;but whether they made np 
a Part of the Legiſhtute; is whit ctiiot be To/potirtvely de- 


termined, becauſe the ancient Part of the Scors Hiſtory be- 
ing founded on verbal Tradition, gives us only the Account 
of FaQts in the general, without entring into a Detail of Cir- 
188 | cumſtances. 


ment. From this the Power of the ancient Nob. 
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cumfiagoes; They tell us ſack and ſuch Laws were made 
by ſuch Kings, without taking further Notice whether theſe 
Laws were concerted by the Advice or Conſent of the Nobles. 
Bur as to Affairs of Moment, where the common Safety was 
concerned to defend the Country from foreign Invaſion 3 in 
ſuch Caſes the Conſent of the Nobility was abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, becauſe, as befofe obſerved; the Power of the People 
was naturally veſted in the ſeveral Chiefs: Which is further 


obvious from ſeveral Paſſages of the Scots Hiſtory, particu- 


larly in the Reign of Kenneth II. That Prince claimed the 
Pickiſh . in Right of his Grand- mother; and tho 
that Nation diſputed not his Right to their Crown, yet jea- 
lous, leaſt their Country, by his Acceſſion to the Government, 
ſhould become an Appanage of Scotland, they reſolved to 
obſtruct his Settlement by Force, and elected a King to de- 
fend their Liberties and — Kenneth: hereupon 
calling a general. Convention of his. Nobility, endeavoured 
to convincethem' ofthe great Advantages they would rea reapby 
the, Acqueſt of ſuch a Went that tho Gay had choſen a 


Eing tooppoſe him, yet they were ſo weakned by Diviſion,” and 


his own Party amongſt them ſo conſiderable, that they would 
find the Conqueſt of them eafy; and doing it in that Manner 
would render them abſolute and uncontroulable Maſters of 


the whole half of the Iſland. Tho theſe Sentiments were 
juſt, as appeared by the Event, yet the Nobility; thinking it 


an Affair of greater [Difficulty, and that it was rather tlie 
King's perſonal Quarrel, than any real Intereſt bf the "H 
abſolutely refuſed, Which obliged this ſagacious Prince to 
haye Recent an Artifice that prevailed on them to — 
cute the War with as much Eagerneſs as he could 


which terminated in the EAN of the Pictiſb Govern- 


ny may be 
calily judged of: But we do _ they were dignified with 


of 
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10 The Dignity of the 
any Titles of Honour derived from the Prince. But as Time 
began to diſcover the Inconveniencies'of their looſe Manner 
of living in common, the Sovereign, to prevent the Diſor- 
ders neceſſarly attending fuch a Way of Life, afligned to eve- 
ry Clan a certain Extent of Property in Proportion to its 
Numbers; and divided the Country into ſeveral Provinces, 
and committed the Government of them to . ſuch of the 
Chiefs as he conceived were beſt qualified for ſo great a Truſt. 
The Execution of Laws and Adminiſtration of Juſtice .was 
committed to theſe Lieutenants; and beſides the Authority 
they were veſted with. from the Prince, none were other- 
wiſe recommended to this high Office than by their diſtin- 
ouiſhing Worth, and great Intereſt they had formerly had 
within the Province. The Reputation of theſe Governours 
(who were diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Tya nes) was 
very great, and their Power within their reſpective Diſtricts 
uncontroulable. But tis more than probable that theſe 
Thanes thus eminently diſtinguiſſid from the reſt of the No- 
bility were only for Life, or during the Prince's Pleaſure, and 
deſeended on no other Account to their Poſterity than by the 
ſame high Qualities that had recommended themſelves to that 
elevated Office. This is pretty evident from the Conduct of K. 
Malcolm Canmore. That Prince out of a gratefull Senſe of the 
Service of thoſe Thanes, who, notwithſtanding their Submiſſion 
to the Uſurpation of Mackbeth, no ſooner heard of the Arrival 
of their natural Prince with a handfull of a regular Army 
to protect them, than they deſerted the Tyrant, and with all 
their Power aſſiſted the King to reſcue their Liberty from 
Oppreſſion. Theſe he dignified with the Title of EAR L, 
whereby their former Power and Authority became heredi- 
tary. If it had been ſo before, this would have been no 
Compliment ; for we do not find that the Scots were former- 
ly fond of empty Titles, as we ſee when the Name of Duke 
was 


— 
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was: firſt introduced amongſt us, it was offered to the Earl of 


Douglas; but he generouſly diſpiſed it as new, and reſuſed 


to accept of a Name that added neither to the Power nor 
Reputation of his Family. Soi that this high Degree of No- 
bility. veſted with ſo! much hereditary Power derived from 
the Crown, had its Riſe in this Reign. +» And tho the Power 

of the former Nobles (the Chiefs) was not hereby leſſened, 
in a great Meaſure loſt their Independency, as becoming 
Vaſlals to the Earls: But theſe, who by their Situation were 
free froni this Inconveniency, and depended immediately up- 


yet ſuch of them as were planted in thoſe Earldoms, thereby 


on the Crown, underwent no Alteration; and in Proportion 
to their hereditary Power and perſonal Worth, were as much 
regarded as the Earls, and often promiſcouſſy rank d with 
them. The Six Ranſomers for King William were half Karls, 


half Gentlemen, or rather Nobles of the ſecond Degree; 


and the Nobility, as they are called in the general, Who in 

the Reign of Robert Bruce, addreſſed the Pope in Name of, 
and (as before obſerved) as repreſenting the whole Scat Na- 
tion, ſignifying their ſteady Reſolution to maintain their In- 
dependency, and that it was in vain for the King of England, 


or any other, to propoſe to conquer a People ſo firmly reſol- 


ved not to.outhve Liberty. [Theſe Chiefs (I ſay) boch Earls 
and Gentlemen are all ranged under the general Denomina-. 
tion of Nobles, and not according to the modern Way, WE, 


the Nobility, Barons, &c. Nor were the Numbers of the 
Nobility ever juſtly aſcertained before the Reign of James 


Aſſemblies were only on Occ: ſion of War, when they Were. 
called in this Manner; The King by general Summons or 
Proclamation appointed all the Chiefs with their Vaſſals and 


Followers to attend him at a certain Day. And our Wars, 
fince the Expulſion of the Danes, being generally with Eng- 
et 8 ene B ; 
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preſent at theſe Meetings, as not being able to reach the Place 


appointed within the Days aſſigned. Hut after the Settlement 
of Robert Bruce, the Face 55 Affairs in Scosland was much chan- 


ged. He called the firſt National Aſſembly, to deliberate upon 


power or Capacity to be of Uſe to their Country, and yet 


admitted to a ſhare of the Le cds promiſcuouſly with 


them, redreſted this, not by diſtinguiſhing them into two 
Houſes, but by reducing their Number thus. He digni- 
fied thoſe powerful Chiefs with the Title of Lord, where- 


by they were veſted with much the fame Power over their 
reſpective Vaſhls that the Earls were, and ranked with 
chem as Nobility, while the ſmall Barons were regarded 
as Commoners, appointed to repreſent themſelves by 


one or two from every Shire according to its Bigneſs, elect- 
ed by free Voices. But the Highland Chiefs who are a 
warlike People, and better qualified to ſerve their Country 
in Time of War, than to concert Laws and Rules of Life for 


regulating Society in Time of Peace, never appeared at any 


Aſſemblies where the Intereſt of their Country required 
not their immediate Aſſiſtance to defend' their Privileges 
from foreign Invaſion or inteſtine Commotions. This is pro- 
a the Reaſon why they. were not by James I. ranked 

amongſt 


— 


proper Meaſures for reſettling the Peace of the Country up- 
on ſolid Foundations: But inthe fuceeding Reigns Parliaments. 
grew more frequent, and according to — Conceflion of Bruce, 
every Free-holder, or Chief who held of the Crown, tho 
never ſo inconfiderable,was admitted as a Member. James I. 
perceiving the Inconveniency of this, that the expenſive At- 
tendance of theſe ſmall R was what their Circumſtances 
oould not well allow of; and on the other Hand, that they 
were an Eye: ſore to the great and powerfull B. rons, who 
difdained to ſeethoſe inconſiderable Families, who had ſo little 
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ey," nee wer Power woch exceed 


Bur as the Power 'of theſe ancient Nobility was 
fo was their Namber fimall, and, as Sallaft co e e 
che Corruption of Rome, that had been 15 0 its 
Favoursto C. Marius, fays, That ſo great was the Conſular 
Dignity that the Merit of one Life could never lay claim ta 
it; but til that Time, bad ever been conferred on the Nobi- 
ly, whoſe Anceſtors had for many Generations eminently 
lin grid d e br their Coumries Intereſt. Theſe 
were pool on as fit Objects to be intruſted as Guardians: 
of their Country's Liberty, which an ambitious Man raiſed 
from nothing was under no ſuch Ties to protect: For fuch 
a. one aſhamed of his Origine, and ſetting no Bounds to his - 


Ambition, if he fucceeds, will certainly imploy theſe Arms 
his Country may intruſt him with for its fence, . to re- 


duce it to Slavery and an abfolute Obedience to his own arbi- 
trary Commands, . as we fee ir happened to Britain under 


| Cromwet. 


So likewiſe an is ſt the Scars, ſo greut was their Ke 
gard for this elevated Digni wi bre that none were 
admitted to it, who ( (beides Power and Num- 
bers of their Vaſa) 85 not FA eee by a Suc- 
ceſſion of Merit, whoſe Anceftors for ſeveral Generations, as 
welF as themfelves, had difintercftedly rifqued their Lives 
for the common Intereſt. © This is obſervable from tlie 
Conduct of King Robert Bruce + For from the Death of Ale- 

xandey III to is Settlement, the Scott were miſerably op- 
Several of the Earls; 'who hack been for many peace 
ful Ages Taps u in Luxury and Eafe, Fad, loft ther Vir- 


— 
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lively a Senſe of Liberty, and ſo much valued thoſe Privi- 
leges their Forefathers had at the Expence of ſo much Blood 
handed down to them, that no Toil or Hazard could pre- 


vail on them to give them up. Tho they had a Nation 
more powerful than their own to encounter, and aided by 
many of their own Nobility, who were well acquainted 


with their Circumſtances ; tho they were driven from their 
Homes, beat in the Fi elds, their Towns and Caſtles garri- 


ſon'd by the Enemy, and themſelves obliged-to find Prote- 
ion amongſt the Woods, Mountains, and Moſs-haggs, ex- 


poſed to the Severities of the Weather in the harſheſt Sea- 
ſons, and often deſtitute of the Neceſſaries of Life, and, 


when they fell in their Enemies Hands impriſoned and often 


put to ignominious Deaths as Rebels and Traitors: Yet all 


this, nor the continual Run of Succeſs. that attended their 
Enemies for ſo many Years was able to diſcaurage them from 


perſevering in their Duty; but with an-undaunted Spirit they 


aſſerted their Liberty with wonderful Conſtancy, till Hea- 
ven rewarded them with the Fruits of their Labours, by re- 


ſtoring their Freedom and the Independency of their Go- 


vernment. 

HERE was Virtue not to be parallel d. What Favours 
could any State grant that theſe Worthies might not have 
claimed as their Right? Yet fo high a Value was put upon 


this elevated Degree of Nobility flowing from the Crown, 


that during Bruce's Reign, there was but f one advanced to 
it. And ſo high an Opinion was. conceived of the Merit 
of thoſe F amilies who had attained t at.Dignity in former 
Reigns, that the Earls of Fife and, ich, _= two greateſt 
Families that had joined the, Eng!iſb In 
as. e hi A | that the 


Arik of one Man 
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their Country's Liberty, gloriouſſy periſhed in that Cauſe, 


before they were ended; but left behind them Iſſue worthy 


indicated. 19 
ſhould deprive his Poſterity of the Ad vantages had been ac- 
quired by the ſucceſſive Merit of ſo many ot their Anceſtors; 
Moſt of thoſe Heroes, who from the Beginning of the Trou- 


7 * 


of ſuch Parents; who following their Example, with inimi 


table Fortitude finiſhed: the glorious Courſe their Fathers had 
58 % K r ee nT 4 | 
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Ix the ſucceeding Reign of David Bruce, their Virtue: 


had a further Trial. The incredible Succeſs of Edward Ba- : 
liol, who like a reſiſtleſs Torrent over- ran the Country, and 


reduced it to almoſt as great Hardſhips as it had ſuffered from 
Edward I. yet could not move the invincible Reſolu- 


ed by one Scots Man, the baſe and ungrateful Earl oſ Fife ex- 
cepted; but all with uncommon Fortitude bore their Misfor- 


tunes, and with a Reſolurion and Obſtinacy peculiar to them 


ſelves encountered theſe ſeemingly inſuperable Difficulties, till 


they reſtored Peace to their Country, and Liberty and Inde- 
pendency to their Poſterity. Vet there was but one of theſe: 


Worthies advanced to the Dignity of Earl in this Reigu, and 
ſo high a Value was then put upon it, that the Branches of 
the Royal Family excepted, there was but one other ad- 


vanced to it before the Reign of King James . who made 


ſeveral Creations, tho not veſted with the ſame Powers as 
r 30. eos i lg in ene 40 3 Ro mhak 
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* There were ſome Confirmations of new Families to old Dignities z as the 
E. Douglaſs's Son, of a firſt Marriage by the Heireſs of Mat, ( there being no 


Male Heirs that claimed it) was confirmed in that Dign 


ed in the Earl- 
dom of Angus in the ſame Manner; which Confirmations run in theſe Words, 
Dediſſe & confirmaſſe : But theſe neither took the Name of the former Earls, 
nor-properly repreſented them, but were rank'd in their Precedency from their 
own Acceſſion, and Date of the new Dedimuss 2 | 


tion of theſe hereditary Heroes; nor was the Enemy join- 


ity ; and his firſt Son 
of the third Marriage by the Heireſs of Angus, was con 


16 — Dignity the 
thoſe form who had this additional Drivileoe: o© the 
| ar puntla corone. Now thatthoſe whoare Strangers to 
the Scat Hiſtory and Conſtitution may form the beter Judg- 
ment of the high Value was formerly put on this Digity, 
and of the Means by which it was acquired, I ſhall g ve a 
ſhort Account of the Merit and Circumſtance of theſe two 
Families who attained it at a Time when of all the Per- 
ſons who had ſo well deſerved: of their Country on the Oc- 
caſions juſt mentioned, only they were accounted worthy of 
this higheſt Pitch of Honour, The firſt was tlie Earl of 
Douglas created by David Bruce, who beſides the ordinary 
Powers attending this firſt; Degree of Nobility, was veſted | 
with that of firſt Peer and all the Privileges belonging to it, 
which had been formerly in the Family of the Earl of Fife 
then extinct. The Power and Merit of chis Family is ſo con- 
ſpicuous and univerſally known, and à particular Hiſtory 
writ of it, that it would be ſuperfluous to enter into any 
further Account of it here. The other Family advanced to 
it was the Lord Lindeſay of Crawfurd and Glenesk who was 
made Earl of Crawfird , on Robert II. The Merit and Power 
of this Family, juſtly conſidered, was not much inferior to 
the other. Alexander Lord Lindeſay, who was 3 — 
the King's Siſter, and created Earl of Gra 4, 
Right of his Mother p poſleſt of the Lordſhip of leneck, which 
comprehended the mare Part of * and Part of 
Perthſbire ; and in Right of his Grandfather, was not 
only: poſleſt of Crawfurd and its Appanages (the pa- 
ternal Eſtate of the Family) but was likewiſe ſupreme 
Lord of the Countries of Badenoch, Lochaber, and Strath- 
2 formerly in the Poſſeſſion of the great John Cu- 
tek of Badenoch. This was the Extent of his Power, 
his Circumſtances, very unlike thoſe of the modern 


* As to the high Qualities whereby they * 
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red, this Alexander is himſelf repreſented as a Perſon f 
extraordinary Endowments: He was the Son of David Lord 
Lindeſay of Glenesk, by Catherine Stinling Heireſs of it; Da- 
vid was a Perſon of ſingular: Valour and Integrity, and was, 
with moſt of his Followers, ſlain at the Battle of Dalin, diſputing 
his Country s Rights; and the M ear following his elder Brother 
James Lord of Crauefurd, and his younger Brother Wilian | 
Lord Lindæſay of Byres (from whom the Family bearin 
his Name ſo famous in the Scots Hiſtory is deſeended) 
were both flain in the ſame Cauſe at Halidonhill. Fames © 
left behind him one Son David, who dying without Heirs, 
Vas ſucceeded, as obſerved, by the firſt Earl. Theſe three 
great Men were the Sons of the famous Fames Lord Lin- 
deſay of Cramfurd, who was one of the firſt of thoſe gene- 
rous Spirits that · refuſed to ſigu that inglorious Submiſſion 
to Edward I. ſo many of the Scots Nobility complyed with. 
He diſintereſtedly reſolved to ſerve his Country, firſt un- 
der the matchleſs Mallace, tho a Perſon of inferior Quality, 
hazarded his own Life, and thoſe of his Follewers, witli 
every Thing that was dear to them, in the charming Cauſe 
of Liberty; and tho afterwards expoſed to the numberleſs 
Hardſhips before mentioned, ! yet could never be reduced to 
ſubmit to a Foreign Tyranay. He, with the Lord Malcolm 
Fleming of Bigar were the firſt who met King Robess:L in 
Annandale, aud diſpatch d the treacherous Grmings:+ and 
notwithſtanding the inſuperable Difficulties they had to en- 
counter, bravely perſiſted in the glorious Courſe they had 
begun. This James ger a Gift of the intire Fonfeiture of 
John Cuming of Badenoch, and Was afterwards: killed ina 
Battle at Stirling, beſore the End of the War: He Was great 
Grandſoncto the Lord Lindeſay of Cratfund, who was one 
of the Hoſtages jor King Milliam. Fhis Family, according 
to the Accounts they have * of their Origine, are 


eſcended 


—— — 
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deſcended from one Linde ſay properly ſo called, who in the 
Reign of Kenneth II. was remarkable for his extraordinary 
Abilities both of Mind and Body; and by his extenſive Ca- 
pacity for Counſel, as well as Action, acquired an univerſal 
Eſteem, eſpecially of the King, who out of a Regard for 
his great Services in the Pictiſb War, gave him a conſiderable 
Eſtate in that Country. This Family, after the Reign of 
Malcolm Canmore, when Sirnames became hereditary, being 
then both numerous and powerful, and retaining a vaſt Re- 
gard for the Memory of this one of their Anceſtors, took on 
them his Name, as the univerſal Mark and hereditary Sir- 
name of the whole Family. 7 
Tuus among(t the Scots, as well as other virtuous Nati- 
ons, we ſee real Merit was the only Way to claim the Go- 
vernment's Favours; nor was the State ever extravagant that 
Way, but rewarded every one in Proportion to his Worth. 
This higheſt Honour was not to be acquired by the Services 
of one or two; but Families, who had riſen by Degrees, whoſe 
Enemies by Time and a long Succeſſion of Merit, and In- 
_ creaſe of Power, being worn out, were beyond the Reach of 
Emulation or Envy, and whoſe remarkable Services in ſeveral 
Ages had acquired the univerſil Eſteem of the Nation. Theſe 
were admitted to this Dignity, as only qualified for the En- 
joyment of it. Nor was the State diſappointed of the great 
Hopes, were juſtly conceived of the Poſterity of theſe No- 
bles: For on every Occaſion where the Country's Intereſt 
required the Subjects to riſque their Eaſe, Blood and Lives 
for its Service, we find theſe Families, rather like the ſame 
Perſon: than a Race of Men, exerting themſelves with the 
ſame Vigour and inſeparable Attachment for the Rights of 
the Society. This Earl Alexander happening to hve at a 
Time when the Peace of his Country was luckily undiſturb'd, 
was thereby deprived of Opportunities to exercife his Valour 
ay 
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in its Defence. His Son David the ſecond Earl, during his 
Stay at London, negotiating the Relief of King James I. act- 
ed by that generous Magnanimity peculiar to his Family, and 
incapable of Fear where his Country's Honour was concern- 
ed, frankly accepted of the Challenge given to the Scors No- 
bility then at London by the Lord Wales. This Hero had 
been famous all over Europe for his warlike Exploits in 
fingle Fight, and imagined he would make an eaſy Conqueſt 
of theScorT, but was diſappointed to his great Confuſion ; 
for the Earl with great Dexterity avoiding his Thruſt,by his 
extraordinary Vigour and Strength of Body drove him out 


of the Saddle, while he fat ſo firm himſelf, that the Spectators 


cry d, The Scot was lock d in the Saddle; which the Earl 
hearing as he ended his Career, diſmounted, and tho com- 
pletely armed, mounted again without Aſſiſtance, to the great. 


Amazement of all who were preſent. This Earl was the 


chief Inſtrument in preſerving his Country from the Miſeries 
the Earl of Athole intended to have brought upon it; for he no 
ſooner heard of the King's Murder, than he withall his Pow- 
er invaded Athole, and.thereby diſappointed the black De- 
ſigns of the treacherous Earl: And on every other ſuch Op- 
portunity, the Behaviour of this Family of Crawfurd, and 


the other of Byres was much the ſame ; their ſteady Adhe- 
rence to the Intereſt of their King and Country was remark- 


able on every Occaſion that required their Service, as inthe 
Rebellion againſt James III. at Bannockburn, the Battle of 
Flowdon, civil Wars at the Reformation, and in the Reign 
of Charles I. GC. 5 | | E | 
FROM the ſhort Account of this Family of LS. the 
ſince 


none were before the Union of the Crowns admitted to it by 
other Means than thoſe formerly mentioned. How highly 
they valued their Privileges themſelves, and how ſenſible 


they 
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they were that the Admiſſion of any one to that Dignity by | 


other Ways than by the fame ſtrict Paths of Vertue whereby 


their Fathers had attained it, would abuſe and render it con- 


temptible, we learn from their Conduct in the Reign of 
Fames III. The caſy Temper of that Prince expos d him to 
Flattery, and the Nobility finding he allowed himſelf to be 
manag d by a few worthlefs Favourites of mean Extraction, 
left the Court; but when they heard that one Cochran, his 
chief Favourite, who had been a Maſon, was to be created 
Earl of Mar, their Jealouſy exceeding all Bounds, increaſt 
their Reſentment to an unjuftifiable Height: For having 
met at Lavoder, forgetting all Duty to their Sovereign, they 
violently feized the Court Paraſites, and hanged them as 


Traitors to their Country, except one Ramſay, whom they. 


ſaved out of a Regard to the King's Deſire, and that himſelf 


was a Gentleman born. Nor can the Dignity of the Scots 


Peerage be faid to have been leffened before the Union of the. 


Crowns: For the Crown was not only carefull that it was 
conferred on none but Families of conſiderable Power and 
Reputation acquired by Degrees, whoſe Anceſtors had on 
many Occaſions remarkably diſtinguiſh'd themſelves for the 
Intereſt of their Country ; but alſo that its Credit might not 
be impaired by increaſing the Number of Peers, there 
were rarely any Creations, but when there happened Extin- 
ctions, which before the modern Way of Entailing Dignities 


to Families were pretty frequent. Our Neighbour Nation, 


ignorant of Scots Affairs, give this Reaſon for the Antiquity 
of our Nobility, Which, ſay they, conſiſts only in Name, ſince 


, their Families may be often changed, and while the Stranger, 


who inherits the Dignity in Right of a Female takes ( accor- 
ding to the Entail) the Name of the former Family, the 
World cannot be able thereby to diſtinguiſh whether the Male 


Line hath failed or not, For their Information, it may not 
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be thought impertinent to convince ſuch, that this Cuſtom 
amongſt the Scots is new, and never prevailed amongſt Fami- 
lies of Antiquity. The Truth of gar a be Wan: 1 appear 
from many Facts, whereot I ſhall only adduce one pregnant 
Inſtance. Archbald Earl of Douglas and Angus died in the 
Reign of James VI. without Heirs of his own Body; and 
the King as neareſt Heir, according to the Female Succeſſion, 
Fong the 8 755 5 Dignity ESE 8 his Grandmother 

Lady Margaret Douglas, only Daughter ofCheeping Archbal; 
by Queen Margeret. Bur Sir Willa Donglas of Elac, 
Who, tho a remoter Relation by ſeveral Degrees, as be; 7 
ſcended of Sir William ſlain at Flowdon, ſecond Son of Arch- 
bald Bell the Cat, yet as Heir Male aſſerted his Right ac- 
cording to the Conſtitution and fix'd Rules of ſucceeding to 
Dignities. The Trial came in before the Fifteen Judges of 
the Seſſion, and tho the Court uſed all its Art to influence the 
Judges, yet the uncorrupt Bench determined, according to the 
Conſtitution and known Rules of Succeſſion in ſuch Caſes, 
in Favours of the Heir Male. Several Inſtances might be gi- 
ven of this kind, if the Length of i would allow it; 

but this may ſerve to ſatisfy the World, that the Male Iſſue 
of many old Families hath never yet failed. As to thoſe that 
have, and thoſe that have not, I refer the Reader to the Lift 
of the ancient Peerage. hereto ſubjoined. But to. re- 
turn, it has been obſerved that Peerage-has been the earlieſt 
and uſefulleſt Part of Government, and that as. theſe heredi- 
tary Dignities can only ſubſiſt in civil Government, the 
Deſign of them in all free States and Ages has been, and now 
palpably is to ſerve as Checks upon the Regal Power, in caſe 
of a corrupt Adminiſtration. It has been likewiſe obſerved, 
that the ancient Scots Peers were naturally veſted with ſuffi- 
cient Powers to qualify them for ſuch a Truſt, which they ac- 
cordingly exerced on many ſuch Occaſions ; and ſince theſe 
= Digqnities 
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Dignities have been derived from the Crown, the only Ac- 
ceſs tothem was by real Merit and Power acquired by De- 
grees in the Manner formerly mentioned; and that this Di- 


gnity was never abuſed before the Union of the Crowns, ei- 
ther by admitting any one to it by other Means than thoſe 


taken notice of, or by increaſing the Number of Peers beyond 


its due Bounds. But in the ſucceeding Reigns it has been a- 
buſed probably both Ways, ſince the Complaints of that 
kind ſeem at laſt to determine the Legiſlature, not only to 
put a Stop to this Practice for the future, but even to re- 
duce thoſe already made to a competent Number, for ſup- 
porting the Credit of this high Dignity ; and to make the 


high Truſt and Power to be repoſed in theſe few heredi- 


tary, and intirely free and independent, that the Ends be- 
fore obſerved, for which Peerage is intended, may be there- 


by better anſwered. What Perſons (or rather Families ſince 


this Truſt is to be hereditary) are moſt proper to be intruſt- 
ed with theſe Dignities whereon the Happineſs or Miſery of 
the united Nation in ſo great a Meaſure depends, is no diff- 
cult Matter for any diſintereſted Perſon to determine. It 
has been already obferved, and Perſons acquainted with Hi- 
ſtory will upon the leaſt View be convinced from Experi- 
ence, how little new Men are to be intruſted with Power. 


Such Men, Seekers of themſelves, and led by their Ambition, 


having neither Friend nor Relation'that can be injured with 
{ſevere Meaſures, cannot be expected to ſerve their Country 
further than is conſiſtent with their own Intereſt. The Con- 
duct of the Athenian Piſifratus, the Roman Marius, the I- 
talian Caſtrucio Caſtracani, and many others of that Coun- 
try, the Scots (Maitland of Lidingtoun, and the Engliſh 
Cromwel, is a ſufficient Demonſtration of this Truth. Theſe 
were Men of extraordinary Capacities: Had they likewiſe 
been Men of Vertue and Integrity, of how great Uſe mi ght 
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Liberties, to enſlave it; and tho the Jealouſy the Scors Peers 


in that virtuous Age conceived of Upſtarts ſtopt the Career 


of Maitland, yet the great Dexterity he ſhewed in embroil- 
ing his Country, and artfully ſhifting Sides, ſufficiently 


demonſtrate his Abilities were no ways inferior to thoſe ſuc- 


ceſsfull Tyrants of other Nations. But Men of noble Ex- 
traction have otherwiſe behaved: For theſe having a generous 
Education ſuitable to their Birth; the-virtuous Example of 
fo many of their Forefathers to imitate, WhO on every Oc- 
caſion diſintereſtedly exerted themſelves for their Country's 


Welfare; their numerous Relations, who muſt be ſenſibly af- 


fected with every Hardihip that (contrary to the known 
Rules of the Society) may be impoſed on it by a weak or 
wicked Adminiſtration, are Ties that keep theſe” Men to 
their Duty, whoſe Qualities are as certainly employed in do- 
ing of Good and ſerving the Publick, as thoſe of neẽ- Men 
are in the Service of their ambitious Projects. As Plutarch 
in his Life of Brutus ſays, Brutus was like Cæſar inclined to 
Arts and Arms, and tho inferior to Cæſar in the Exerciſe of 


both, yet in this he excelled him, that he never read but with 


a Deſion to ſubdue bis Paſſions, nor drew his Sword but to 
ſerve bis Country, whereas' Cafar made both ſubſervient to bis 
Ambition. The generous Spirit of Brutus, ' propoſing” the 
glorious Conduct of his virtuous Anceſtors for his Imitation, 
had ſo juſt a Senſe of Liberty and Vertue, that he deemdit 


infinitely more honourable to be one of the glorious Inſtru- 
ments of delivering his Country from Oppreſſion, than like 


Ceſar 
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their high Qualities have been to the ſeveral Societies they 
lived in? But Ambition directing their Actions, they made 
i their Buſineſs firſt to divide their Country into Factions, 
nd ſiding with that one that was moſt likely to prevail, they 
got no ſooner at the Head of it, than they turned that Power 
that was intended for the Preſervation of their Country's 
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Ceſar, to become abſolute Maſter of it. And ſo great an E- 
ſteem have virtuous Nations ever had for ſuch Families that 
have on trying Occaſions been of ſo great real Uſe to them, 
that one of ſuch Patriots hath put a greater Stop to the Suc- 
ceſs of a Tyrant than the whole Half of a Nation. Ceſar 
was more afraid of the incorruptible Virtue of Cato than of 
the whole debauched State: Nor was it the perſonal Worth 
of Cato ſo much as the Reputation of his Family, who had 
on no Occaſion deſerted their Country's Intereſt; as Lucan 
in Ceſar's Speech on the Rubicon, endeavouring to juſtify to 
his corrupted Army his lawleſs Conduct, notwithſtanding 
the Oppoſition of Cato, calls them nomi na yana Catones, It 
was the Example of his virtuous Predeceſſors taught Cato 
never to ſubmit to Uſurpation or Tyranny, and to prefer 
Death to an inglorious Submiſſion. The ſame may be ob- 
ſerved amongſt People of inferior Rank. How many Exam- 
have we from the Hiſtories of all Nations, of mean Men 
of no worth, inſinuating themſelves upon a Court when the 
Miniſtry happens to be corrupt, and offering themſelves to 
be the hated Tools of any Party, for executing the moſt un- 
lM juſtifiable Projects, if they can thereby raife themſelves, and 
"tl; increaſe their Wealth, tho' it were to ruin their Country, 
1 while Men of honourable Birth refuſe and diſdain ſuch. Em- 
ployments? And how many wWorthleſs Creatures of no Spi- 
rit, who have amaſſed Money by indirect Ways, have been 
obſerved to employ it in purchaſing of Honours and Offices, 
which they on every Occaſion proſtitute to ruin their Coun- 
try; which indeed cannot be ſaid to be properly theirs, ſince 
while it ſubſiſted by the Practiee of Virtue, they could not 
have been other than the Scum. of the People: But Men of 
| honourable-Families have ever ſuffered with their Country. 
. Theſe preferring virtuous Innocence, tho never fo much 
Wh _ diſcouraged, to the gaudy Temptations of a corrupt Court, 
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are perſwaded that * - PR. LY FORTE; 


ou 


I ot When Vice prevails and impious Men bear Sway, | 
3 The Paſt of Honour is a private Station. Wien 1111 
che Proſperity of the Wicked will never be regarded by ſuch 


Mien as the real Favours of Heaven, or perſwade them that 


Things are altered by Succeſs, and that their Duty ought to 
be deſerted, becauſe perſevering in it becomes inconveni- 
ent. No, Men of real Worth, acted by right Principles, can 
adhere to a good Cauſe in the worſt of Times, and, like Ca- 
to, rather than ſubmit, chooſe to periſh with the dying Liber- 
ties of their Country. That the real Scots Peers (by whom I 
mean thoſe who have acquired their Nobility by the honour- 
able Means I have mentioned) may be juſtly regarded as Fa- 
milies of real Merit, worthy of ſo high a "Truſt, their Con- 
duct on many Occaſions ſufficiently demonſtrates. How of- 
ten do we find them with a laudable Unanimity aſſemble 

for the Defence of their Country? One Inſtance; whereof, a- 
mongſt many others, was the fatal Battle of Flowdon. How few 


Names, contained in the Liſt hereunto annexed, are not like- 


wiſe to be found amongſt the Slainat that Action? But a recent 
and more pregnant Inſtance of this is obſeryable from their 
Conduct in the Reign of Charles I. The Court Meaſures in the 
Beginning of that Reign were jealouſt by moſt honeſt Men, 
and oppoſed by the Nobility, which, as the wiſeſt States- 
men obſerve, might have produced good Efects, bad there 
been no Faction at the Bottom of it. But the Complaints of 
England no ſooner diſcoyered themſelves to be the Cries of 
a pernicious Faction ſtriking at the Monarchy, and deſign- 
ing to overturn the rags een under which them- 
ſelves and Fore-fathers had lived ſo happily for ſo many Ages, 
than they adhered to the inſeparable Intereſts of their King and 
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Country with the utmoſt Fidelity. They not only, as their 
Fathers had done on ſuch Occaſions, riſqued their own Lives 
and thoſe of their Followers ; but the Management of Wars 


now requiring a Force regularly appointed and paid, many 


of them turned their Eſtates into Money to be employed that 
Way, while many of the Court Favourites, who had expreſt 
ſo much Zeal for the King's Intereſt while Things went well 
with him, and by thoſe indirect Ways, unlike the former 
Manner of acquiring Nobility, had been advanced to the 
Dignity of Peerage, no ſooner found his Affairs going wrong 
than they tacked about: But moſt. of the ancient Nobility 
ſteadily perſiſting in their Duty, were ruined with their King 
D Re i eee ae 
FROM What has been ſaid it will ſcarce bear a Diſpute, 
what Families beſt deſerve theſe hereditary Dignities : Or, 
Whether this high Truſt, that ſo much . the Intereſt 
of Society, will not be ſafer in the Hands of the ancient 
Nobility, Who haye come by their Peerage h6nourably ; or 
in the Hands of thoſe Families of later Creations, who may 
have attained it otherwiſe. Whether are Families, who by 
gradual Riſes have acquired Power and Reputation, and 2 
ter a long Succeſſion of Merit have been created Peers, and 


* 


on the ſame Occaſions that rais d them, diſintereſtedly riſ⸗ 
qued the Loſs of all, and actually ſuffered with their Country; 
I fay, whether are theſe the proper Objects to be intruſted 
as Guardians of the People's Liberties > Or are Families, 
who zealouſly ſet themſelves up for juſtifying Court-Mea- 
ſures, while themſelves are ſcreened by its Power, and their 
Eſtates increaſed by its Influence, perhaps at the Expence of 
the Publick ; but when its Aﬀairs go wrong, led by the fame 
Self-Intereſtednefs, deſert its Intereſt, and rather than rifque 
the Loſs of what they may have antawriuly purchaſt, join 
the prevailing Enemies of theirKing and Country, Are theſe, 
I fay, proper Objects to be intruſted with Power? I lod ge 
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adhere to-its Intereſt in 
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this Conduct upon none; but ſuch there may be, and our 
Hiftories are open. But Men who have leaſt Pretenſions to 
Dignities, often ſtruggle hardeſt for them, and tho the Plea 
of the new Peers will not bear Reaſoning, yet it may ad- 


mit of cavilling. Nor do J incline to leſſen the Merit of 


new Peers, ſince it can fo ill allow of it, but wou d rather 
ſhow it in its moſt advantageous Appearance; and even then 
I am afraid it will ſcarce bear a Compariſon with that of 
the ancient Peers; tho it muſt be own'd ſome of the new 
Nobility may have attained their Peerage honourably. And 
had the preſent Government, as well as the Kings before the 
Union of the Crowns, but agreed in their Sentiments with 

the late Reigns, thoſe Families, and many others not yet no- 
bilitate, might not only have ſooner arrived at this Dignity, 
but alſo at this Time been free from Apprehenſions of lo- 
ſing it. Theſe new Men conſcious of the Weaknels of their 
Pretenſions, yet eagerly intent on being Britiſh Peers, ima- 


gining thereby to raiſe their-Families much above their Su- 


periors at an eaſy Rate, plead not their own Merit, but en- 
deavour to leſſen that of the old Nobility, - againſt whom 
they bring many Objections: As, That altho their Prede- 
ceſſors may have well deſerved of the State, in expoſing 
themſelves for its Intereſt, and are themſelves Men of the me 


Spirit and Capacity; yet now that the Conſtitution is much 


changed, and that War is managed by regular Mercenaries at 
the Publick Expence, theſe Qualities are uſeleſs, and a Speech 
in Parliament is of more Conſequence than the winning a Bat 
tle. There's a good deat of Truth in this, and yet I cannot 


ſee the vaſt Diſproportion I have obſerved:betwixt the Me- 


rit of the ancient and late Nobility is thereby leſſened: For 
tis ſcarce to be imagined that a Man who for his Country 
hazards his Perſon in the Field without other By views or 
Reward, than being uſefull to Society, will with leſs Warmth 


* If theſe new Gentlemen 


2 


plead 
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plead greater Sufficiency that Way, I muſt own they cannot 


Farifons that may not per- 
Eloguence, Addreſs, and Abi - 


be anſwered without making ( 
haps be ſo agreeable. But as 


licy for Counſel are rather hurtful than of any Uſe to one's 


Country, if they are not attended with the more :yaluable 
Qualities of Integrity, Fortitude and Conſtancy, as Ageſilaus 
well obſerved, That Courage was à hateful Nice, if ctber- 
wiſe imployed than in the Service of Fuſtice: So theſe Gen- 
tlemen cannot modeſtly plead the former Qualities, until 
they have had Opportunities kkewiſe to convince the World 
they are alſo poſſeſt of the later. A Court never wants 
Friends, whilſt its Affairs go right; but Adverſity proves 
Men of Worth: And I believe the World are agreed, that 
Men ſubject to Change are not to be intruſted with Power, 
nor thoſe who deſert their Country's Intereſts in Time of 
Danger, proper Objects to be intruſted as Guardians of its 
Liberties. It has been already obſerved, how well the an- 
cient Nobility have on many Occaſions diſcharged that high 
Truſt, and how conſpicuouſly Integrity appears to have been 
the peculiar Virtue of moſt of thoſe Families. But the great 
and main Objection againſt them is, that many of the 


new Families are poſſeſt of opulent Eſtates, (however acqui- 


red no Matter) and that many of the old Families are de- 
cayed and low in their Circumſtances This may have ſome 
Influence upon mean and depraved People, who miſtake 
Circumſtances for Things, but can have no Weight with 
Men of Virtue and Underſtanding: As the judicious Salluſt 
juſtly aſcribes the Roman Greatneſs to the Virtue of a few 
Citigens, by whoſe Diſcipline and Probity of Manners,: hand- 
Fuls often 2 7 numerous Armies, ind Poverty got the bet- 
ter of Riches, &c. But Merit was no ſooner diſappointed, 
and Men valued. in Proportion to their Circumſtantes, than 


bat Stute became Prey firſt to its own Arms, and after- 
ward to every Invader, But if it be made appear, * 


hd _—_— 


JJ ̃ ͤͤb1 M OO OE 


* 


I Scottiſh! \ l | Dini cated. 29 | 
hes been alredy-faid in Favour of the 61d Nobility; vis. 


| Thar the State on every Occifion rewarded their Services 


in"Proporti6n' to thetr Deſerts,” that they acquired! by De- 

grees Wealth, Power and Digrlties, chat they ever with 
their Perſons frankly riſqued theſe Acquiſitions, .. when the 
Service of their Country required it, and that their Eſtates. 
have been actually impaired the ſame Way they were acqui- 
red, i, e. ferving their King and Country ; | this Objection 
turns to be the ſtrongeſt Argument can be brought for 
them. For what Men is a Society to intruſt wich the Di- 


rection of its A fairs, and Power to protect them; but thoſe 


who on every Occaſion are ready to ſacriſice it to their In- 
tereſt, and never uſe that Power for other Ends than thoſe 
for which it was intended? The Troubles of King Charles I. 
were a ſevere Trial: I have already taken Notice of the 
Conduct of the Nobility on that Occaſion; and thoſe of the 
old Nobility who are low in their Circumſtances, updn juſt 
Inquiry will be found to have owed it to their diſintereſted 


Behaviour at that Time. Now if the Crown ſince the Re- 
ſteration has been leſs grateful in rewarding Men of Worth 
and Integrity than formerly, and neglected the Services of 
thoſe Men who ſold their Eſtates to raiſe Men for the Service 
of their King and Country, is this a Reaſon: why they ſhould 
be now-deprived of their Dignities alſo? Or is it not rather 


a juſt Debt upon the Government, and a convincing Proof 
that theſe are the only Men fit to be intruſted with Power and 
o high a Truſt who have fo candidly exerced it for thoſe 


Ends for which it was intended? 


_'HavixG thus far cleared the Circumſtances of the Scots 


Nobility, and ſufficiently vindicated the Dignity . of the 
ancient Peerage, I ſhall now for-informing our Neighb 

Nation, as well as thoſe of our own,. who, ſince this eleva- 
tedDignity has been abuſed in the Manner Thave mentioned, 
and now fo much complained of by the Houſe gf” > 
„ | / : " "vB ve: 
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have not thought the Affairs of the Nobility. worth their Know- 
ledge, conclude this Diſcourſe with a Liſt of the ancient Peers, as 
they are ranked by the Lords Commiſſioners| appointed. by James 
VI. Amo 1606, that they may diſtiaguiſh the real from the na- 
minal Nobility ; thoſe, who beſides their honourable Acquiſition 
of that Digaity, were likewiſe veſted with proper Powers for 
exercing that high Truſt, from thoſe who are only diſtinguiſhed 


from their Fellows by Name, Preference and hereditary Votes in a 


Parliament. And fince.the preſent happy Conſtitution we live 
under ſeems ſo ſenſible of this Ahuſe as inconvenient. for Society, 
that it intends to reduce their Number from its former Conduct 
we may eaſily judge there's neither Faction nor By-view in this, 
but that it is purely intended to advance the Intereſts of Society, 


that the Conſtitution may thereby become the more perfect, and 


its ſeveral Parts leſs liable to Corruption. It may therefore be ea- 
fily conjectured who are to be the Brizzſs Peers; for beſides the ma- 


terial Difference betwixt the Merit of the ancient and late Peers, 


that ſo juſtly prefers the former to this high Truſt, there's no- 
thing more gratefull to the People, or more conducive to ſecure 
their Affections, than the Advancement of old Families to Ho- 
nours and Dignities : As Thomaſo Soderini, an eminent Citizen of 
Florence, juſtly obſerved. This Saderini was remarkable for his 
great Wiſdom and Probity, and tho* no Friend to the 2edics, yet 
on the Death of Piers, finding many new Men taking the Advan- 
tage of the Youth of his Sons to raiſe themſelves, ànd perceivi 
how hurtfull it was like to prove to his Country; he ee 
the Senate and moſt conſiderable Citizens, and recommended to 
them the two young Gentlemen, telling his Country- men, If the 
intended to live quiet at Home, and preſerve their Reputation Abr. 
they muſt confer the ſame Honours: and Powers upon Lorenzo and Guilia- 
no di Medici, that had been formerly in the Perſens of their Father Piero, 
and Grandfather Coſmo ; for this Reaſon, That People are always pleaſed 
to ſee Men of old Families advanced to Power, and Dignity, whoſe, Enemies 
Time hath worn out, and the conſpicuous Merit of whoſe Anceſtors ſeems 


to render them worth of high Tru#t ; but that new and ſudden. Promoti- 


ent are ever attended with Envy and Emulation, and tos often produce 
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ET 5 7 of hs Scottiſh 3 by the Lads mms , 
ners apppointed for that Purpoſe. by. His Majeſty James VI. acer 
ding 10 their en e 1606. Pe. 

*  DUKE& | PF: 

Carl by 5«.1Il, Stewart Lenox, Duke, 7. ve. Extinct 

MARQUESSES. © E 
Earl by 74. III. Hamilton, Hamilton," :Marqueſs by 7. VI. now Date 5 


* „ wa 1 * 
* * + » 


Male Iflue interrupted by Douglas, {i 
Earl by Fa. II. S Huntley, Marqueſs by 7 V Laon, Dubs. 
r = > +8 FE ART 1. 27272 it . rs on I .1 I. | 


Da II. Ne Douglas, now Dulke. 


74. II. Campbel, Argyle, now Duke 

Ro, II. Linn, Crawfurd, _ SOOT NTT DL TOR WS 
Hay, Erroll. 3 TA e Jr SA le 

7a, II. Nut, Mariſhall. e t ne In TIES ga 


Gorden, now Sutherland; b mel e e 
Q. Mary e Marr. a 
Leſh, Roc hes, Male Line interrupted by Hamilton * 2 
74. II. 5 Douglas, Morton, RE roun 
IV. Grabam, 1 * . the | a - 
Ja, + Montgomery, Agli ale 1 in 
temen, . E meme by the Lord. 
7a. IV. Graham; Montroſe, now Due. 
Fa, IV. Kennedy, Caſſils. a SFO 
7a. II. Sinclair, Caithneſs, 
Fa. III. Cuningham, Glencairn, _ 
Fa. VI. Areskine, Buchan. 


a V. Stewart, Murray, Mal Ihe int interru mics St 
25 VI. e Orkney, Extidct. | | 1 T oye L. Dun! 


Ja. II. Stewart, Athole, Extindt,. repreſented by tw 40 Tue, 
now 4 

7 VI. Living ſton, Lintirhgaw © . p . 2 2 3 

Fa. VI. Home, Home. $3531 EN N 

7a. VI. Drummond, Perth, CCC 

Ja. VI. Seton, Minton. eee eee e eee e 407 ee 

Ja. VI, Seton, Dunfermling. . 22 e Fe 15 | 15 1 ne 

Ja. VI. Home, Dumbar. FFF 

7a. J. lin iſo: Lindeſs , now Excl of On wf; 72 d 1 3 
— V e. N 1516 I 
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| ber, Eyler. 
. ow; r 
1 Fleming now Earl ee, vad | * et NN 
. 7 5755 9 Salton, now Ha. meves 4 23 a CA 41 El 
25 II. Gray, Gray. 3 5 
7 1; Stewart, Ocbil tree. AIR 
3. II. 2 Cacbear e. 
uglas, Carlile and Tore hora b, Extind. 
Orr, ton, Sanqubar, now Earl of Dumfrias! 
Hap, Teſter, \tipw nyt ny” of r e 
Semple, Semplle. WEE F 
Sinclair, Sinclair. | Herr 
Hartis, Harris, Lua Sue 5 rel of hun. 
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EIyhinfton, Elphinſton. 251 
Marel, Maxwell, now Ear] of Ni Nun. 1 
Oliphant, Oliphant, . 5 
. Fraſer, Lovat. 
IV. Ogilvy,” Ogilvy, now Earl of a 
 Borthwick, Borthwick, Extindt. 
; I od 2 904. now Earl o Net 
4. of oy 
Alt Sandilands, Tor phichen, ns 
Lords, & Hamilton, 'Paſtey, now Earl of Abercorn. A < 
Je. VI. or, Newhotele,now 2 = 8 % AAU 
a. II. Haliburton, Thirlſtavie, Exti 
Fe. VI. Lindeſay, Spinzy, Extin& 
J. 75 Ker, Roxburgh, now Duke. 
Ja. VI. Lech, Liadores. 
3a. VI. Campbel, Lowdoun, now Earl. 
3a. VI. Dirleton and Kinloſs, both ExtinQt 
7 VI. Elphinſton, Balmerinech,. 
4 


VI. Murray, Tulibardin, now. V Duke of 
„VI. Colvil, Colvil, *. 


34. VI. Murrey, Scoon, now Viſcount of FANS : 

To the above Z:8 we have added on the Margin the Names of the King dx 
whom theſe Peers were firſt created, according to Mr. George; ang in his 
Peerage of Scotland. But how it comes to paſs that thoſe-of a later, are ranked 
before thoſe of an alder Creation, it is not caſy at chis Piſtance to determine. 
All that we ean ſu 97 in the Matter is, that either thę Male Lins of ſome of © 

n 


>. them ork been interrupted, their Precedency is dated from that Interrupti-.. 
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